
DELAWARE
By William Loat-Emory 

My name is William Loat-Emory from Christiana High 
School. I’m gonna to tell you the obstacles, barriers 
and events that got me to where I am now. See, I 
wasn’t born blind, at the age of 15 I got shot. It was a 
tragic accident on the Fourth of July 2016. I was just at 
the wrong place, wrong time and I became blind, but 
once I knew and realized I wasn’t gonna be able to see 
again, I didn’t let it stop me.  
   
It made me want to fight even more. I used it as a 
freeing mindset. I imagine every time an obstacle gets 
in my way that I am climbing Mount Everest, out of all 
the mountains, the highest mountain. But I had to 
defeat that obstacle, I had to go around it, I had to 
jump through hoops and loops. I pictured myself like 
a subway surfer type. You know how you had to 
dodge the trains, jump through the gaps of the train 
and run through hoops and go past security guards 
and stuff. That’s what I had to do. I had to jump and 
get them out of the way. I had to overcome my 
obstacles and fear and I didn’t let it stop me.  
   
At first, I didn’t want to go back to school because I 
thought everybody would look at me differently, but 
they just looked at me the same. I just fought through 
everything I had. I had strong support from my 
mother, my teachers, my family is a strong support to 
me. My family didn’t look at me as someone who is 
blind. I’m just the same me. Now I just can’t see.  
   
So, once I realized that nothing is going to change 
and I am not going to be able to see, I had to move 

around differently and maneuver differently from 
other people. I thought it was going to be hard to 
learn but not really. Everybody thinks Braille is hard to 
learn, but it’s really not. Once you get the simple code 
down you’ll flow through. I learned Braille in two 
weeks thanks to my mom. I was on punishment and I 
had to write the whole alphabet in Braille. That’s what 
made me learn how to read Braille and write Braille 
fast. That just made me realize that the way I learn 
now is different from people with sight.  
   
As you all can see the paper and read it, I can visualize 
the paper and read it, but with my fingers. See, I have 
visual memory so if you describe an object or person I 
get a visual memory in my head because I wasn’t born 
blind. Once again, I wasn’t born blind. It was that 
fateful accident.   
  
That’s what made me overcome everything and 
helped me get through life. That’s what made me 
overcome my fears and obstacles. I had a fear of 
dying, but once I got shot and became blind I didn’t 
have that fear anymore. Because I had that saying: 
“No sight; no fear.” See, once I became blind, I didn’t 
know what was coming towards me no more so I 
didn’t have any fear. You just have to go with the 
motion.  
   
Then I had a different way to get around by myself. 
See, I use a cane. Everybody called it a stick, but it’s a 
cane. I use that to walk around, and that’s how I get 
around. My principal and teachers at Christiana High 
School know that I get around like I’m an average, 
normal person because I know the school, I’ve been 
there for four years and I know it up and down, inside 
and out. 


