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Resilience. Perseverance. Sacrifice.   

These are life skills most people don’t learn until they 
are adults. But in 2020, high school seniors across 
Kentucky received early and unexpected lessons in 
dealing with disappointment. It was indeed a pivotal 
time, but for all the wrong reasons.  

“It all seemed so surreal, as if I were living in another 
world,” said Sarah Davenport, a senior from Fleming 
County High School. “I don’t think anyone thought the 
virus would reach these extremes.”  

As the global pandemic exploded seemingly 
overnight, the Class of 2020 began to realize there 
would be no walk across the stage in front of their 
friends and families, no goodbye hugs from 
teachers.   

“To say I had been looking forward to my senior year 
would be an understatement,” said Davenport. “It’s 
the year I’d been anticipating since beginning high 
school. And suddenly, it was here.   

“The year of many lasts: last first day of school, the 
last of the Friday night football games, last 
homecoming, last prom. I was excited to make more 
memories with my friends, knowing it would be our 
final year together.”  

Calloway County Buses 

But instead of games and Friday nights with friends, 
many tuned in to watch Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear’s 
evening briefings on the crisis.   

And while the coronavirus stole some memories, 
seniors, families, teachers and communities in 
Kentucky made their own. While it might not have 
been the senior year they imagined, in some ways, it 
became even more memorable.  

Teachers and staff formed impromptu parades and 
drove past seniors’ houses to let them know how 
proud they were. Seniors awoke to find 
congratulatory signs in their yards. A radio station 
held a virtual prom. Online yearbooks sprung up. 
“Zooming” became a new pastime as friends held 
virtual get-togethers.  

Kentucky, long known for its efforts at education 
reform, was ahead of the curve when it came to non-
traditional education. Schools, teachers and students 
sprang into action. While they might not have 
anticipated the challenge of full-on virtual learning, 
they were ready. Within days, students had adapted.   
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Families spent time studying together. Friends 
realized even more just how much their precious time 
together had meant, when they could no longer share 
the same space and finish their senior year together. 
What was important in life took on a whole new 
meaning.   

“I hope what we’ve experienced with this virus the 
past few months will give you the confidence to know 
you can and will get through the inevitable hurdles in 
life,” Kentucky Interim Education Commissioner Kevin 
C. Brown told seniors in his virtual graduation address 
to them. “This will truly go down as a year and the 
Class of 2020 will always be a class that will be 
remembered.”  

Davenport said she has not been disappointed.   

“My senior year has been nothing short of amazing, to 
say the least,” she said. “The people I have surrounded 
myself with have made it by far the most memorable.”  

In his graduation message to seniors, Gov. Beshear 
noted that “this experience will shape your life. I hope 
that you will take it and see it as an example of just 
how incredibly strong you are, and how you can truly 
accomplish anything, despite any obstacle that life 
throws at you. You are the Class of 2020, and you 
should be so proud. I know I am of your 
accomplishments.   

“Throughout this crisis, I’ve said ‘We can’t be doing 
that,’ and I probably said it too much,” he said of his 
efforts to keep people safe from the virus. “But today, 
when it comes to your life goals, I want to say, ‘You 
can be doing that.’ The future - that’s yours.” 
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