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When Harrison Shanklin entered his senior year at 
Magic City Campus in Minot, North Dakota, he, like 
most seniors, was eagerly anticipating all of the 
experiences that come with being a senior. His senior 
year was proving to be everything he had imagined, 
including being a member of the North Dakota State 
Champion swimming and diving team. 
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On March 15th, Governor Doug Burgum announced 
that by executive order all North Dakota K-12 public 
and private schools would be closed for the next five 
days due to the COVID-19 pandemic. According to 
Shanklin, he and his friends were initially excited 
about an extended spring break. “We didn’t imagine 
that school would be canceled for the rest of our 
senior year.”  
  
Shanklin works hard at his academics to stay eligible 
so he can participate in sports. “School work is hard 
to do at school but it’s even harder to do at home 
through distance education. It’s hard to stay 
motivated,” Shanklin said. A few weeks into distance 
education he hadn’t done much work. That’s when his 
leadership skills, attributed to sports and basic 

training for the National Guard, kicked in. He knew 
what he had to do and got after it.     
  
Jake Solper, Shanklin’s diving coach, observed that 
National Guard basic training equipped Shanklin with 
confidence and leadership and a change in maturity 
that helped prepare him to handle this pandemic with 
leadership and resiliency. According to Solper, “He 
does a lot of little things that play a large role in 
leadership.”    
  
Shanklin made the decision his junior year to enlist in 
the National Guard and spent a month last summer at 
National Guard training. After hearing about how the 
National Guard is assisting with efforts to respond to, 
mitigate, and control the COVID-19 pandemic, he is 
hoping that he, too, will serve our country by helping 
with such efforts. “I never thought that by serving in 
the National Guard I would be involved with a global 
pandemic,” Shanklin said.    
  
Being the youngest of three, Shanklin watched his 
brother and sister go through the traditional rites of 
graduation. When asked how he feels with so much 
uncertainty right now, he said, “I’ll have a different 
story to tell about my senior year.”  
  
Shanklin plans to attend St. Ambrose in Davenport, 
Iowa to pursue a degree in mechanical engineering.  


